Fitness to practice in the 21st century. What will doctors be doing in the 21st century?
I am not a clinical doctor, therefore it would be highly presumptuous of me to speculate on what doctors will be doing in 20-30 years time. I suspect it would be a difficult task even for a medically qualified speaker. If you think of what has happened over the past 20-30 years, and of how difficult if not impossible it would have been to predict these developments, then you have some measure of the problem in thinking ahead 20-30 years. So, I'm not going to attempt such an exercise. What I aim to do is refocus the question in the title a little and sketch out some of the health policy and health care concerns which are likely to shape the environment and context in which doctors and other health care practitioners will ply their craft.